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To QEuTEE OP AC IGHAL DEPENGE. 


1. Sogrdinabion of National Lefsnas 

ae ilitery yoxrcen, ‘The military forces of the nation consist of 
the Army, the “oynl Air Fores, ami the Hoya) Mavy, the threo services 
functioning wader separate ant goordinate duistries, namely, the War 
Office, the Air Miniztry am! th» Admiralty, respectively. ‘these ministries 
are coordinated uy the ler Gabinet. See paragraph 1 oy amd Appendix 1, 
Organization ef the liar Office, 

he M@uureme Command. “uprone Command of the militery forees is 
vested in the Crown but is exercised by the Governuent through the 
respective ninistrics, 

> Hex Gabinst. Om September 3, 1939, the date of the declaration 
of war, « Yar Cabinet was formed to provide for the expeditious prosecution 
of the wer, Initially it consisted of nine weubers with the /rime Minister 
as the head. Jinge that time there have been mmerous changes in its conp- 
@aition, but at this time it consists of the followings 


Prine Minister and Mintater of Defence 
Minister of State (responsible fer all arnament 
Lerd Privy 3eal] if Fy, +) TREE ~ / 

. Lerd President of the Coueil Ln Def hor) 
Geeretary of State for Voreign Affairs ; ph Wide iy PAR 
Vinieter "ithout rertfolie ‘ 
Chanceller of the I mee C0 1k PES LE > UDO D 
Minister of Labqur and ae RDP A, 
Min) 4 Fi ns few aee LoD NM! 


* This estimate ineluces the Pritish pret forees in Crown Colonies 
and Xeyyt wut not in Inéia (except a eo 
the Dominions. Combet Vetluatos payee 1937 oun gonhimes for — 
Canada and justralia, Betimetes for Ireland Irish State), New 
sis a Leader tpt tien an Wha Unites inc ncaeee tenlitee, toe Peart 
marmoer Mivision, War 
nent Generel tells f 


eS aes woe — i °) rR ai 


DECLASSIFIED 
Authority NNW34150 74 


eee 


Comvat 
2 


Due in part te his effice and in part to his doninant personality and 
wide experience, the Prine Minister, itr. Jinsten Churchill, dominates 

the War Cabinet ead the general conduct of the war. The exact degree 

to which he relies upon his militery advisors is not known but his influence 
is certainly very creat. In effect the lar Cabinet supersedes the Comittes 
ef Imperial defence (nee following paragraph) an! it is basioaliy charged 
with the conduct af the war, subjeat te the advice of military and ether 
advisers. In many ways the Her Cabinet has taken over the functions ef the 
Committee of Imperial Defence aud it is advised by a considerable mater of 
comnittess, ef which the prinsipal ones are the Chiefs of Staff ecunittes, 
Jeint Plaming comittes, befence Policy and Kequirements committee, and 
the Principe) Supply Officers ccamittee, The ‘ar Cabinet has « consider- 
ble secretariat of militery ami civil officers whe are responsible for the 
administrative functioning of the Cabinet. Thess several committees of the 
Ker Cabinet have, themsalyves,extensive delegated powers. In non-contro= 
Versisl matters not involving questions of policy the various members of « 
emmittes , say the three Chiefs of staff, often agree upon a certain ceurse 
ef action ami put it inte effect through their offices in the Defence 
Ministries. Mare important natters are referred te the War Cabinet for 
final deeiaion. 

a- Ssmmitiee on Javeria) .efepeg. The Comittee of Inperial Defence 
is on advisory vedy set up in 1904 to ecordinate the policios and plans for 
Ratiounl defense. The Prime Minister was the chairman ami the three service 
ministers, their Chiefs of iitaff, and a considerable mausber of other ainisters 
ware nenbers, This representative body of high guvernnent efficials were 
Fespensible fer the study of defense neods of Great Britain and the Kupire 
with spesial attention to the requirements of the three services, their 
ecordination with each other and with the Doninions, Mest ef the work of 
the Comittee was earried out by sub-comittess, of which there have been as 
many as 50. In general these sub-acmuittess were the same as the present 
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3 
committees of the iar Cabinet. The War Cabinet has taken over most ef 
the funetions of the Coumittes of Imperial Defence and ite present status 
is net precisely known, 

&- Binigtey of cumply. & July 13, 1939) the Ministry of Supply 
Aet was pussed, ending long Parlianentary critiefens that the gevern- 
mental munitions procurenent program was lagging. On the face of the Act 
At gave the new Ministry wide powers fer centralised procurenent and centre) 
of maitions ani raw mteriale, It made three general provisions: 

(1) The powers and duties of the Uirector~Cenernl of Munitions 
of the Yar Wiice were transferred (in August 1939) te the Ministry, This 
gave the Ministry the responsibility for the mumfacture and purchase of 
wupplice fer the Arny, for further details of which see paragraph 6 g. 

(2) The Ministry was given power to buy, manufacture, produce 
and store any articles required for the publics services; exeept that it 
eould not encroach on the procurement functions of any department of the 
government without the consent of that departuent. This exveption sub- 
otantially mllifies the epparent wide precurenent powers, Neither the 
Navy, the Air Force, nor the Air laids Freeauticns ayeneies have given 
that consent; so that, with the exception of itens commen te wwe services, 
the Kinistry procures supplies fer the Aray mlys 

(3) The Uinistry may make inventories ef private stocks of 
vew and finished materials, nay compel deliverance of any article or the 
carrying out ef any work for the publie service, end my set naximm 
prices for rew materials. These wide powers of price and pricrity eontrel 
will undoubtedly besone the most important functions ef the iintstry. 
Daring the first days ef the war, eamittoes for the contre) of nest raw 
materials wero set up, ut details of their functioning are not available, 
The maxime prices of many rev materials have been fixed at about the price 
ruling at the tine the war started, 

&- Ministry Oe Aireratt Production. Sased wpen the precedent 
ef the torld ‘ar, the Ministry of Aircraft Production was organised on 
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» 1040 with the responsibility of procuring all wllitery 
aireraft, together vith armament ani spare psrts for the Yeyal Air Pores 
and the Waval Air ira. The Winistry was formed initially by the transfer 
froe the Air iinistry of all precurenent agencies, Lord Beaverbrook was 
made the Minister and he gathered about hin lars nusbera of nen in the 
afreraft industry, Lerd Beaverbrook has beqn the driving force in this 
Ministry an¢@ there have toan no considerable coupleints of deficiencies 
im afraraft, MNowever, there has appuromtiy been no large increase in the 
monthly rates of production, 
2. Zeracmna). . ; 
me Campontiion, At the declaration of war in 1939 the Dritish drwy 
consisted ef the Regular irgy, the Zerritorial Army (corresponding te our 
National Guard), amd several reserve forces. Soon theresfter 21) alexontes 
were consalidated inte s single "British drny” ond the distinctions between 
these several elusents heve vanished except for certain legal cistinetions. 
be General Comenttion. In mimeral the Fritish Army consists of the 
Hone Yorces, the Antiaireraft Comant, the Dritish Forces in the Middle 
Fast, ead a consiferable mumbor of seattered coments throughout the world. 
These elenents are «11 connanfed directly fron the Yar Office. 

S- The lone Foreag. ‘The Hone Farce, with {ts ow general headyuarters, 
consists of sll field forves located in the United Kingdom and is responsible 
for the defense of the Pritish Isles an! consiots of 011 corps, é{visions 
and seperate unite assigned for the defense of Great Mritain ageinst invasion, 
The Home Guard is within this coment, 

d> The Home Guard. ‘The Nome Suard was organized hastily in May, 

1940 as the Local Defence Volunteers, It consists of volunteer, unpaid, 
part~tine treeps formed into wits for the leeal defence of communities, 
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air fields ami cowmmications and for general obvervation purposes. Its 
menbers aro regularly enrolled in the military forces and would come te 
full-time duty in case of invasion, Wyulpment consists of little but 
rifles, of shich a portion of the meambers have ne supply. They have 
Little transportation and enn be depended upon only fer local defense 


3- Orcnnbastion. 
Ao Scummund. ‘The comma! of the Aruy {s exercised ty the Arsy Counetl 
with the followin; meabarss 
Presi dent Seeretary of State for Sar, 
Viee-President Perlinmentary Under~Secretery 


far Kare 


Civil Member Per. ; of State 
Loe War 
Finunee Kanber Finaneis) Socoretary of the War Cffice 
Director-General of Army Aequirenmants 
Secretary te 


The sruy Council exercises the coman of the aray ani all orders cre 
iesued in its name, In time of peace its form] mectings were rare but 
informel meetings, attended by the nenbers concerned with the subjecte 
at hand, are frequently held, The Chief of the Imperial General staff, 
as the senior military menber, has sone of the attributes ef cur om 
Chief ef Steff, but in general is coordinate with the Adjytant-Ceneral 
and the @artermster-Genernl. This aysten of command temis to give 
considerable independent sutherity to the separate departuente that are 
responsible only to the Jeeretary of State for Har throwh the Any 
Counsell. 
he Revartmental Yumations. The Yar Office is divided inte 

seperate coordinate departments responsible to the secretary of State 
for Mer through the Aray Council, The fimeticns of the prineipal depart- 
ments are as follows! 

(1) The tmeriol Goperal itel>. The Departwent of the chief 
ef the InportAl ceneral staff is basionlly conesrned with military policy, 
which includes war planning, treining, historical research and nilitery 
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intelligenses It do divided inte the six dixecterstes of Military 
Operations ami Plans, iifiiitery Intelligenas, “itafi duties, Military Trein- 
ing, Anti-Airoraft amd Coast lefenee, amd Armoured Fighting Vehicles, The 
inspectors of the ieyal Aruy Gerviee Corps, of Physical treining, of 
Chemical Sarfare, of Passive Air tefence and ef the Training Corps, each 
with one Geaeral Staff officer, are atteched to the Military Training 
Directorate end serve ag inspectors and advisors in their respective fields. 

(2) {giubami-Gepers). the Departeent ef the sdfytant-General 
te the Farees is econserned with perseamal, to include reeruitincg, argenization, 
aduinistration, military discipline end medical serviees, In general its 
functions combine these of Gel, tha Adjmtant General, the jurgeon General 
and the Judge Advocate Genersl in our service, 

(3) smerterctester-Gengral. the lepartaent of the warter 
Kaster-General is songerned with quartering the Army, rosdy redluay and 
sex transport, construction and unintenance of buildings and fortifiestions, 
@upply ef food, forage and fuel, emi remount ond veterinary service, In 
general its Cunctions include thase ef G-4 and somé of these of the Quarter= 
Master-Jencral ond the Chief of ingincers in our service, 

(4) ZAracker~jenere) of irur Iecuiremente The departaent of the 
Director-General of Army Requirements 4a concerned with formulating Ang 
materiel requirenants and transaitting thee to an: ovordinating then with the 
Ministry of supply. 

(5) Zorsumanh uecnegretery of jtate for lier. The Department 
of the formenent Under-Jecretary of State for iiwr is charged with the conduct 
of Yar Office tusiness, ineluting all finanes and necounting, and with 
aduinistration of the Chaplain's Departuent and the Pay Corps, ‘This com 
servative civilian departaent, because of ite powers of vete in financial 
matters, has grent influenes in the War Office, even in tine of war. 

@ Tercdtardel rmpinetion The Arny in the United Kincdom is 
@ivided into the Aldershot Commnd, the iastern Command, the Lenion Area, 
the Northern Command, the astern Command, the Jeottish Coamand, the 
Southern Conmanc, the Veotern Comnand, and the Yorthern Ireland Distriet, 
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These are Territerial Commands and are responsible for all adzinistre- 
tien and training within the areas and for some conbat functions. 
The Antiairereft Goaand operates dirogtly wider the War Office and 
is not responsible te my Territerial Comender, 

@. siiimiirereft Command, All Antiaireraft and searchlight 
writs in the United Aingdes are assigned to the Antiaireraft Commend. 
Thies Comand is divided inte at lesst two antiaircraft Corps, each 
ef which consists of three or sere Antiaireraft Divisions. ‘hile 
these units bear the names of cosbat organisations, they are in fact 
Territorial Commands and eseh Antiaircraft Division is responsible 
for the grow antiaireraft defense of 4 certain territory. 48 such 
the number ef regiante and battalions assigned thereto varies uith 
the tastical requirements eni there is ne stendard ergenisstion fer a 
@tyision. It ie estinated that the total strength ef the Coumand 
e@qmeed 300,000. 

@. Cavalry Rixidon, ‘there is one Horse Cavalry Division in the 
British amay. This Division has been organized since the present wer 
etarted and ite exact organisation is not knem. It is stationed in 
Palestine. 

& Jnfentey Division. 4m Infentry Division cawiste of thres 
Infantry Brigades of three Kifle (light machine gun) Battalions, 
threes Field Artillery egisente, one Antitenk Artillery iieginent, 
ene Light Antiairereft Artillery Regiment, one Heavy Machine Qun 
Battalion, one Divisional Heconnalasance Battalion, with Signals, 
Army Service Corps, ingineer, Army Hedical Corpe, and Prevest Unite. 
‘the war strength is approximately 16,300. The basie eoubat unit is 
the Infantry Srigade that hes attached te it for combat « Defence 
Platoon of 37 men, one Antitenk Battery, one Antiaireraft Battery, 
and a mobile Ordnance and eter Repair Unit. The Division is equipped 
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With approximately 12,000 rifles, 750 liren ligit machine guns, 
WOO caliber 055 anbibank ritles, 48 tuompir. antitank guns, 4 
Qwwmte Joluse anilairaract gas, 72 ~ 25 pire gur-lwwiisers, 20 
thirwe-ingh treuh mortars, 126 two-inch trench wurtare, 48 Viekere 
mediwa mehine guns ani 160 Bren machine gua cerviera. ithe bivisian 
is couplately acterized xith al. transport volicles uhewied, There 
is set enough transpostation te transport 411 fubwre troeps. It wild 
be noted that thin iUdvision dees nek include any aediun artillery, 
tanks, or gas unite, ‘hea the alssion requires it, the Division will 
de reinicroed as required, whieh will increase ite power but decrease 
dite mouility. Certain Divisions eet up for special purposes have 
OF gutlgadions thet vary (ion the wimcard Liviaisns 

Se Akamured Diviaions 4m Armoured Division consists of tee 
Avaoured Drigades, « Support Grow, a Divisional Laginesr unit end 
Miainistrative services. An Arsqured drigade consists of theres Armoured 
Reginents and one Infantry letor Yattelion. The Aruoured Legissate 
are each eqtipped with about © erulser tenks ani 10 seout cars, the 
Meter Tattalion is equipped with 14 sequb ears and 44, Bren machine gua 
carriers. The Support Group consists of one aptorised Infantry 
tattalion, « Notorised Artillery Regiment with 24-25 pdr. gum, an 
Amtitenk Reginent with 36 twe-pdr. antitank gus, and o light antie 
airoraft, Negiment with 36 Before light antiaireraft guns. 
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ho Gombatenh amege The following ave the eoubatent amuse in the 

British Arays 

(1) Ade Zoree, There is no Air Peres in the Amay proper. The 
Away Cooperation Command ef the eyal Air feree vas organised in Decenber, 
19hO, to provide the air support for the field forces. It consists of 
ell aray Cooperation squadrons in the Gritish Isles es well as any fighter 
end bomber squadrons assigned from time te time for this purpose. 

(2) arbidhery, 41) artillery in the sritish aray is assigned 
te the Royal kegiment ef Artillery, wich is really the artillery Arm 
This Xeginent is divided into the Field ranch, consisting of all horse, 
field, mountain, nediua and cobile heavy reginents and the Coast Defense 
end inbiaiveraft Branch, the title ef wich explaing ite eonposition. 
Antiaivoraft searehlights, formerly manned by ingineer troope, are now 
in the artillery. The vasle combat unit ef the Artillery is the tegi- 
ment. The field regiment consiete of a headquarters and tee batteries 
(corresponding te our bubtelion), each of whieh consists ef three troops 
(our battery) ef four guns. Horse, mediua, and heavy regiments ordinarily 
econsist of two batteries of two troops eathe 

(3) Gavelex, The Cavalry consists of tw Guards reginents and 
one horse Cavalry Division in Palestine formed from territorial units. 
est orgmisations are not sow known. 

(+) smmcured Corpe. In april, 1939, all mechanized Cavalry 
ami the Heyal Tank ieginont were amalgumated to form the Royal Anmoured 
Govpe. Cewalsy and Tank wiite at this tise are weed interchangeably end 
the organisations generally have the same strength and organisation. 
There are two general types of Armoured units. The first is the Infantry 
Tank Reginent vith the mission ef elese support of Infantry assault 
waite. An Infentsy Tenk heginent eonsists of a headquarters and tue 
battalions, eaeh consisting of three troops. The basis avchanized unit 
ef on Armoured Division is the Ammoured regiment eonsisting ef a head~ 
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quarters, a headquarters squadron ani three Armoured squadrens, each 
e@onsisting of four trocpe of three cruiser tanle eagh. 

(5) Shemioa) erfare. There is no Chenteal warfare branch as 
wuch and no Chenigal varfare troops. iaperinental wrk in this field 
is carried out by the Chemical Defense Committee end the Chemical 
Defense Research Departaent under the general supervision of the ver 
Office. Certain ingincer troops have Chemie] varfare funetions in 
addition te their noymal essignents. 

(6) Engineers, ‘The Royal Engineers are erganised to carry ot 
work of a technical nature requiring the use of special tocls or the 
poseeseion of technical skill. Officers when first eonissioned receive 
epecial engineering training and a large number of the enlisted mm 
are tradesmen (corresponding generally te spesialiste in our service). 
The corps is divided inte thres main branches. Field and Fortress 
wnite provide troops for the engineer services of ecsibat units and 
for seacoast fortresses. The divisinnal inginesrs ef an Infentry Divi- 
sion consist of a field park company and three field companies, with s 
total strength af about $0 an. The divisional mngineere of an Armoured 
Division are organised in a siziler manner exeept that there are but 
(wo field squadrons. The Transportation branch operates military rail- 
ways in a theater of operations, The Works Jerviees branch is charged 
with the construction and maintenance of all buildings and fortifications 
and for the supply of water and electricity, %taff officers fram this 
branch are available te coumandere but there are no wits in this branch. 
In the Yer Office this service is in the Departzsnt ef the (uartermaster 
General. 

(7) Infantry. The Infantry of the British amsy is organised 
inte five Poot Guards Regiszents and 64 regiments eof the line. However, 
an Infantry Regiment is a parent orgmisation only and has ne tastieal 
funetions. In time of posse nest regiamts consisted of two regular 
Arey battalions and from tuo te five Territerial battalions. These 
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almost never served tagether but the Regular battalions had a training 
depot in commen, The Infantry battalion is the basic combat unit and 
in time of war newly organised battalions are assigned te = regizent, 
generally based upon geographical origin, Thus a regiment may have on 
indefinite number of battalions. During the orld var this number 
sometines was as high as 3$. Infantry battalions are assigned indis- 
eriminately to Infantry brigades without reference to regiment desig- 
nation. ‘There are three general types of battalions: 

(a) Bitte (Luo) Battalion. The rifle battalion erganisza- 
tion is based on the Bren caliber .303 light machine gun. This dattalion 
has motorized transport and a wr strength of 22 officers and 670 men, 
te which may be added a total of 77 enlisted men as first reinforeensmts 
to be left at the base, The battalion consists of a headquarters, a 
headquarters company and four rifle companies. A rifle eoupany consists 
ef three officers, three warrant officers, and 9, listed nen. The 
Headquarters Company consists of o signal platoon, a mortar platcon with 
two 3-inch mortars, and antiaireraft plateon with four entiaireraft light 
machine guns, a earrier platoon with ten fren machine gun carriers, & 
plonser platoon, and an aduinistrative platoon. A rifle soupany consists 
of three rifle platoons, each equipped with one 2—inch matar end three 
Bren light mehine guns. iach section in the battelion carries one 
caliber 055 antitank rifle. 

(b) Hesvy Machine Gun Battalion, the heavy machine gun 
is based on the caliber .303} Viekers heavy mehine gun. It consists of 
@ headquarters and four machine gum companies, each of 12 gine formed 
inte three platoons, The battalion is completely motorized and all. 
personnel are carried in «ctor transport. The war strength is 2) 
officers, 16 warrent officers and 658 enlisted mn. 

(e) Mother Battalion. The Moter Battalion is assigned to 
the Support Group of the Armoured Division. It consists of a headquarters 
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goupeny and four motor eonypenios, each of ene scout platoon, of three 
scout sostions ami three moter plateeun of three seter sections each. 
The dattalion is wholly soterised with transport for all personnel. 
Its equipment ie based upon the liven light sachine gun. Its strength 
is 25 officers, 15 warrant officers and 714 enlisted men. 

(8) Gerpe of Sigmala, ‘The Royal Corps of Signals is responsible 
for signal eommmication inthe British Aray. The divisional signals 
of am Infantry Divisien eonsiste of 18 offieers, & warvent efficere and 
b83 enlisted mm. 

(9) Geleniel ond Indian Troopes A very considerable amber of 
native celonial and Indian trvops are new serving with the liritiesh amy 
du the iiddle ast, the far iast and in the colonies. thay are sostly 
Anfautry troope although same ave Artillery. 

de MomrQmubotent Bransies. 

(1) Medieed Corus, the Koyal Ansy liedical Corpe provides the 
medical servise in the British Army. In the Infentry Division there 
are three Field Azbulances end one Field iiygiem Section with « total 
ef 37 officers, 9 warrant effiecrs and 7a, enlisted aan. 

(2) axay Servieo Serpe, ‘the Reyel Arzy Servies Corps is respon- 
sible fer the storage and issue ef fuel, Light, rations, and general 
supplies, far transportation inelwiing the repair of vehicles assigned 
therete, and fer the prevision end repair ef barracks and quarters. 
The Service Corpse wits in the Infantry Division consist of ene 
ammunition eonpany, ene petrol comeny and one supply eelust. 

(3) Qxduanee Cerog, The Neyel Amy Ordnaneo Gerps supplise 
end maintains barreek, camp ond warlike stervs, elething ond vehisles 
other than those drive hy persemel of the Army Servise Corps. The 
tern “warlike oteres” incluies weapons, amamitione and elestrical, 
bridging end gas deferme oquipuent. There are no Ordnance wnite within 
the Infantry Division, the corps providing the necessary service therefor. 

(4) Hdwenbionad Cerna, The Army Hducational Corps provides 
adalt general education for enlisted men end schooling fer service 
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ehildren where other facilities do not exist. 
(5) Qther Brancheg. ‘There are in addition the following branches 
wheee funetions are indicated by their names: 


he Icuimmh 

A> Individual, The individual equipuent of officers insludes a 
vevolver, caliber .38, 18 rounds ef anmmmition, steel helust, gas ask, 
rations end water, The Infantry riflemn is equipped with a rifle, 
ealiber .303, bayonet, 70 rounds of ammunition, steal helmet, cas mask, 
rations in ration bag, water in water bottle, and equipment in a haver~ 
eaek and web pack. The greatcoat is not carried but borne in arganise- 
tien transport. One peir of socks is the only elothing net worn. The 
maximun weight of worn and carried equipzent totals 55 powxs. The 
ayas and equipzent of enlisted wen in other branches vary widely. 

de Organizational. Much of the organisational equipaent of the 
British Army is new in process of being changed from jiorld Kar te 
modem types. In general it can bo said thet Neguler Army wits now 
have this new equipment but that Territorial wits are only now reseiv= 
ing it in any quantity. It seems probable that the entry of certain 
Territorial divisions inte sstion will be determined by the availebil- 
ity of this equipment. An exeeption te the above is that moet, if not 
all, Territorial antiaircraft unite have new received modern equipment. 

(1) Jnfaubry Hand Apes. Aiflemen are arsed with Leo-imfield 
rifle, caliber .303, weighing @ lbs., 104 os., empty, with a awerd- 
bayonet. Ite maximun mussle velocity is 2,400 f.8. The standard 
pistol is a é-ahot revolver, caliber 38. 
(2) Maghine Gung ‘the ealider .903 Vickera heavy machine gum, 

a World War type, is the basie weapen ef the heavy machine gun battalion. 
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The Bren light machine gun is the divisional eutomtie weayon. Of 
Caecheslevakian design, 1t wes adopted as etandard in 1935 and at 
preset is in large seale production. It is caliber .30}, ds gas 
operated, is h5 inehes long, weighs 21 pounde, and has 8 rate ef 
fire ef 500 rounds per mimube. Anmmnition is fed from a curved mage- 
sine carrying 30 rounds extending sbeve the chamber, It is normally 
fired from a ipod, bub may be neunted on a tripod, an anbisireralt 
mount or on an armored mutenstive carrier, Jee paragraph 3 4 (7) 
fer rate of issue. 

(3) Apbitenk Guage, ‘Two types ef antitenk gine are weed. The 
Beye antitank rifle is an ordinary bolt aetion magasine rifle, ealiver 
055 ciping a 930 grain armor plereing bullet at an undisclosed musile 
velecity probably about 3,000 fo80 It is einined that ds will perforate 
Simineh armor at 1,000 yards at an angle of 45°. Ite rate of issue is 
ene te each plateen er sinilar unit commanded by a subaltern. The 
Vickere-,rmstrong 2-pounder antitank gum is a sesi-automiic, saliber 
dOname (1.57~ingh) weapon with a mussle velocity of 2,400 - 2,600 f.a0, 
and a rete of fire of 22 shots per minute. It is carried on tue rubder= 
tired wheels, toned by a Wb-ton truck. For firing it is lowered te 
three outriggers. See paragreph 3 (2) (@) for rete of issu. 

Ce) Amtdairerath Capnen. Light antiaireraft batteros are 
equipped with the Bofors 4O-~mi. automatic cannen, sexe of which vere 
purctesed in Sweden and the reminder manufactured under patent in 
Britain, This canmen hes an elevation of from ainus five te plus 90 
Gegroes, 360-degree traverse, and fires a high explosive tracer shell 
weighing two pouxis at a musale velocity of 29%) Leet~secenis, ‘The 
wate of fire ie fram 100 to 120 rownds a mime. 

(5S) spbhalrarafs Gung. The J.J~inch antiairoraft gun is the 
etandard equipzent of mobile antiaireraft gun batteries for home defense 
and with the Field Forees. It has an elevation range from minus ten te 
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plus 60 degrees, 340-degree traverse, and fires a 28-pound high 
explesive projectile at a ausnle velocity ef 2600 fect-sesonds. It 
weighs 21,280 pounds in the travelling position. In addition, there 
is a seni-werdle 4.45" AA gun. Thies gun has an elevation range ef 
fren minus five to plus 90 degrees, 360-degress traverse, and fires « 
5S-pousd projectile at a mumale velocity ef about 2400 foot-sensnis, 
It hes a firing rate of from eight te ten rounds a minute, This gin 
ean be jacked onto tuo two-wheeled bogies fer sovecent frac one 
position to another, but must be fired from a previously prepared 
eorerete base, In the firing position it weighs about 30,000 pounds, 
(6) snbiaireraty Sire contre) eculowem. Viekers and Sperry 
@ireetors are both standard equipvent. ‘Sperry unite manufactured in 
the United States have been delivered continuously singe Hay, 1938. 
It is estimated that all units are now equipped with modern directors, 
The standard height finder is a seli-contained instrument ef the 


; raft searchiichts ant sound loeaters. The 9O-em. 
(35.5—ine) antiaireraft searchlight is the standard, being provided in 
twe types, one fer hand and ene for rencte centrel. At least three 
types of sound locators are stoniard, The two latest type each have 
four pareboleid horms with a base of over five feet, with acoustic 
eorrestere and a system of remte control of the searchlight. aaking the 
we of intermiiary couparaters unecessary. 

(8) Zield srtiliesy weazens. The following tabulation een- 
tains data pertaining te the prinsipal Field artillery weapens, 
although there are ainor variations between different models ef the 
eames gm! 


CONFIDENTIAL 


ee EE 


DECLASSIFIED ~ 
Authority WNIK4 150 34/ } 


Se 


CONFINENTTAL 


Cal, MoVe . Max,  _#&%e yornal 
Dre Ins. f.8. proj. ley, asei goa’, 

13-peunder gan 3 PY 2 14° 8 Heres 
\S-poundsr gun 303 Vhs iat - 9100 Divielenal ppt 

S—pounder gun 1,300 862 © 12,000 Divisional (stendard. 

Jaineh howitaer 3.7 973 = 6,000 Horse 

Seineh hewitaer heS Pett 4 a5® Bigo Divisional 
G-ineh houituer oho i Ase LD, ditte. 

nn 1 ditte 

G-inch houitrer 8 L, wo 0OtC«kS®=sol’wo Saute 
Qed-ineh howitser 9.2 1,600 380 13,935 ditte 


Rusept fer the 25-pounder gum al) ef these weapons are World Nar types of 
which there are large quantities on hand. Many ef those issued te organi- 
setions have been equipped with high speed wheels with pneumatis tires, 

(9) srbiliery prime movers, he standard prine wovers now being 
presared ave li-ton, vis-checled, Morris trucks for Light and 3-ten, sim 
wheeled, Scammell trusio for mediwa artillery. Sowever, there are en hand 
a eorsidereble nuuber ef full traeked tractors, called Sregens, whieh are 
wALl1 weed, The light Dragon, with a chassis sinilar te that of elder 
Aight tanks, ie used fer light artillery; while the Dragan, with a chassis 
sinilar te that ef a modius tank, iv wed for mediwe artillery. The change 
te wheeled prime neovers wee dus te lessened cost and satisfsetery perfem- 
anee. 

(20) Sremsh sorters. Infantry battalions are equipped with 2-insh 
end 3~inch trench nortare, beth mmsle leading and beth new weapens. The 
S-inch sertar weighs about, 2 pounds and fires a tre-pound high aylesive 
OP suske projectile with o maxiam renge ef 900 yards. The }-inch nevter 
fives a l0-pound high exmplesive er suske projectile with & maxima renge 
ef 1,600 yards. Tt is transported in three leads with o total weight of 
1a pounds. 

(2.) Zanig. The British new eupley three general types of tanks: 
(a) Licht Tanke, AlL light tans are checlessent and ave 


ay. 
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being wed only for local defense of airdromes and sinilar purposes. 
The latest Light tank is the Mark VII Vickers light tenk weighing 
708k tons and carrying one 40mm. gun, one 7,92-mm. machine gun and 
two hoingh emoke dischargers, Its sain amor is on the li-am, basis. 
The liark VI light tank weighing six tons leaded and carrying caliber 
oJ and one caliber .303 machine gan is the velilele of whleh the 
largest mmber have bean produced, 

(>) Cruiser tank. ‘The cruiser tank is the stundan equip- 
ment for armored divisicas, Several models are in production or wee 
wut in general their weight is about 15 tons and cain armor from 14 < 30 = 
mmc, Spoed about 20 miles an hour and they are armed with one 4O-atle 
and two to three caliber 03 

(e) Infantry tank, ‘The Infantry tenk is the otendard 
equipment for Infantry tank battalions. More than one model is in 
use but later models have a weight of about 25 tow, main smer about 
@-an. end carrying the sane armament as a cruiser tank. 

(12) Meghine cup services, ‘The vechine gun carrier No. 2 Mark I 
4s @ full track vehicle with a chassis in general siniler to that of the 
Light tank Mark VI. Unloaded it weighs about 3} tons, is powered with a 
Ford V=8, 30 hope water-cooled engine ani hes @ maximum road and cress 
country apoed of 30 and 2 mopeh., respectively. Armor is about 5/16- 
inch, Its basic armament is one lren light machine gun mounted to fire 
te the front; but ancther msehine gun or « caliber .$5 antitank gun may 
be carried dismounted in the rear, The crew is three. 

(13) Ammored carg. A limited mumber of obsolescent types of armered 
ears are in the hands of Cavalry wite in Kgypt and Iraq. Apparently ne 
mere are to be purchased, 

(14) dachneer equiomenh. Sngineer troops are armed as Infantry, 
Special Mngineer equipsent, much of it ef post-war design, is available 
im reasonable quantities, Mere important itens are special kapok foot~ 
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bridges for Infantry wee, msterised pontoon bridge trains, and special 
ex girder bridges for tanks. 
(15) Ghesieal ‘arfare equigmenh. An adequate nusber of service 
gas masks are on hand and protective clothing is available, Little is 
known of equipment for offensive action, but it is believed that eon- 
siderable planning has been done, and that the we of chemicals by 
artillery shell, trench mortar or by spraying from aireraft could be 
carried out if necessary. 

(16) Motor transporh. With extremly linited exceptions all 
trensportation of the tritish Amy is motorised, 

(27) Shandand motor vehicles. Are exeellent in quality and 
reasonably adequate in quantity issue. 


(1) Midikery sence) ayptem, All pescotine schools as such have 
g@uspended for the duration ef the wir. In their plaee « very axtensive 

; eehool systex has been enaugureted for the training of war personnel. 

In general these sehools provide short courses for the training of 
officers and enlisted men in specialised subjects, A complete list of 
echools is available in the Military Intelligense Division. 

(2) Rdueshion wad Training of Offigers. In time of pense there 
was | yessonably eonplete systen of military education fer officers 
eulminating in the Staff College for selected officers. Wartime training 
has been lisited te specialised instruction in echoels and troop training 
with orgenisations, Practically all junior officers are Reserves or 
Territorials and their scholastic instruction has been limited, However 
most of those whe have been assigned to organisations for a eensiderable 
period of time are well trained in cenmant and tacties ef the organisation 
to which assigned, 
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(3) Miweablon and Training of iniisted lien. ‘The standards ef 
training of the enlisted san of the tactical organisations is very high. 
This training ie in meet eases initiated by a course of 16 weeks in a 
training depot «here a very couplete course of recrultuent training is 
given. All enlisted men, including those to be assigned to the services, 
eonplete this period of training. Upon completion of this training am 
are assigned to combat organizations. Within eosbat organisation train- 
ing and discipline are very complete, The dewnstrated physical qualities 
ef the German troops during the Flanders eampaign provided « great lessen 
for the British, and present training sakes o particular peint of physical 
hardness and thorough disciplines. 

(hb) Bait and Coshined training» ‘Tactical training within 
divisions is continuous, ranging all the way from battalion problems to 
yeginental exercises, Due to the dispositions to defent against 
invasion exercises invelving mere than one division are sommhat umeual 
restricted to special situations. 

b. Prompbion of Officers. In time of pease cenbatant officers were 
promoted to the ranke of Lieutenant, captain ani aajor after three, 
Gight and 17 years’ service, respectively. Promotion te all higher ranks 
was by selection, Retirement was mandatory at ages ranging from 47 for 
majors and below to 60 for generals and lieutenant gensrels, ‘artine 
_ Gyeteus of promotion are, as far as is nom, net definitely formiated 
and are decentralised largely te subordinmite comands, 

©. Effielener. 

(1) Qffieers, British Aray officers have a igh sporit de sores 
and « tradition of distinguished service in combat, and a tenacity that 
_ @erves them particularly well in adversity, The professional qualifics- 
tions of the better trained commanders and staff officers are exsellent 
but probably somewhat inferior te those of the best trained continental 
avnies, The qualifications of the wartine officers vary greatly, but 
the efficiency of a considerable pertion of the junier officers is high. 
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(2) Mame The standard of training of the enlisted man of 
the British eenbet organisations is prebably higher now thas at aay 
wartine period, Sinee the evacuation from Dunkirk and the aheenes 
@f casualties this high standard of training has been made possible. 
4, Horalg. The morale of the Gritish Arey under present conditions 
is extremely high, arising from the Sritish characteristis ef courage, 
tenacity and self-relianse and sided by the constant throat of invasion. 
A Yong continued period of waiting on the defensive poosibly will 
lewsr this sorals. 
6. Mobidisatin. 
a Vethods of Keerai ice. 

(1) Qffieurs. ‘ille not « emall proportion ef the officers in 
the Gritish Army are pre-wr iieguler officers, the sass of thes came 
inte the service free the ferritorial Amy or fiws hewcrve, At the 
e@ubdresk of war the granting of permanent camalesions in the amy was 
- Stepped exmept for graduates of the Cadet Colleges ani other qualified 
applicants. When the initial insreases in officers dw to mobilisation 
hed been taken care of, commissions were given only te enlisted am 
Pecesnenied by their cemuanding officers ai duly qualified at officers! 
training schoals. 

(2) Mem Pre-wer enlistasnt was voluntary, exweyt that in 
May, 1999, © fow men were conscripted for « six aeuths’ period of 
training. At the cutbresk of war the lational Jervice (Armed Porves) 
dat, 1999, wee pasoed maxing all malo citisens between the ages of 18 
ani bl, both years inclusive, liishle for allitary service. Calle from 
this regietration are made by age groups as required. There have bem 
large eneagtions en acecunt of exeapted coaupations, physieal conditions, 

saad other reasons, A linited nuser ef volunteer enlisteente were 
aecepted in the early uonthe ef the war, 
be Aupannion of Unide. dust defers the present war all existing 
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Regular and Territorial wits were brought as nearly as possible te 
AAA 
Singe that time all expansion and replacements have been taken 
The rate of mobilisation has 

@o Promress of gupply in the imits 
been in large part deternined by supply problems. The large losses 
ef heavy materiel st Dunkirk and the later losses in Greece accentuate 
the problem of supply. 

Exonurenent of Supplies. 

" At the present time all supplies for the Army are procured by 

Ministry ef Supply in accordance requiresents formated in 
. .. x a requirenante, 
the Amy and transmitted to the department for supply 
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